Excerpt from Passport Agent’s Reference Guide:

A certified birth certificate is acceptable in and of

itself as evidence of U.S. citizenship if it shows all of

the following:

• A file date, or the date the certificate was filed in

the registrar’s (official custodian’s) office, within

one year of the birth. (See Section 1.A.4. for information

on “Delayed Birth Certificates.”)

• A full name, including given name. (See Section

1.A..6., “No Given Name on Birth Certificate.”)

• The date and place of birth.

• Registrar’s signature.

• The authorized seal of the registrar’s office. The

seal may be raised, embossed, impressed, or

multicolored.

• Parents’ name(s) if a birth certificate is for a child

under the age of 14.

A Notification of Birth Registration is a record

that a birth has been filed with the appropriate office.

Such documents, sometimes called “Birth

Announcements,” are acceptable ONLY if they

meet the above criteria.

Note: Computerized California birth abstracts are

not acceptable, only the long form certified birth

certificates are acceptable for passport purposes.

Texas birth abstracts are acceptable, but Passport

Agencies may request a long form Birth Certificate

on a case-by-case basis if additional information is

needed.

