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If a flood is likely in your area, you should:
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Listen to the radio for information.  Local officials will give advance notice whenever possible.
· Be aware that flash flooding can occur and prepare to move to higher ground. Do not wait for instructions to move.

· Be aware of streams, drainage channels, canyons, and other areas known to flood suddenly.  
· Keep children and pets away from hazardous sites and floodwater.

If you have to leave your home, remember these evacuation tips:

· Do not walk through moving water. Six inches of moving water can make you fall. If you have to walk in water, walk where the water is not moving. Use a stick to check the firmness of the ground in front of you.

· Do not drive into flooded areas. If floodwaters rise around your car, abandon the car and move to higher ground if you can do so safely. 
The following are important points to remember when driving in flood conditions:

·  Six inches of water will reach the bottom of most passenger cars causing loss of control and possible stalling.

·  A foot of water will float many vehicles.

·  Two feet of rushing water can carry away most vehicles including sport utility vehicles (SUV’s) and pick-ups.
After the flood:

· Keep children out of the water!  They are curious and often lack judgment about swift running or contaminated water.

· Wash hands with soap and safe water or hand sanitizer after exposure.

· Drink only certified "safe" water.

· If you smell propane gas or hear a hissing noise, leave immediately and call the fire department.

· Be aware of potential illnesses and injuries from flood waters.  Even the smallest wound can become infected by a number of contaminants including bacteria, mold, hazardous materials (herbicides, pesticides, gasoline, etc).  
· If power lines are down outside your home, do not step in puddles or standing water.
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